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DGNB (GBCs) should be…. 

flexible, knowledgable, agil, future orientied, holistic, 

inclusive, not afraid to make mistakes … 



Building changes the world we live in



Building changes the world we live inWhat sort of world do we want to live in - today and tomorrow



Sustainability = 

quality + future viability
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Sustainability leads to 

conflicting goals

The DGNB system supports

▪ holistic view

▪ Life cycle perspective

▪ Performance approach

▪ quality assurance

▪ Independent verification
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Paris Agreement

▪ … to keep global warming below 2°C above 

pre-industrial levels and to make efforts to 

limit the temperature rise to 1.5°C above pre-

industrial levels ...



Taxonomy: EU political context

Redirecting of capital 
flows towards 

sustainable investments

Mainstreaming of 
sustainability within risk 

management

Fostering of 
transparency and long-

term thinking

EU Action Plan for Sustainable Finance (March 2018)

55 % emissions 
reduction by 

2030

Climate neutrality by 
2050

EU Green Deal (December 2019)

+ +

+

Taxonomy
Green Bond 

Standard

Corporate 

Disclosure
Benchmarks
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Interoperability between instruments and regulatory 

obligations
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Utilise interoperability between 

reporting, rating and certification tools 

to meet regulatory obligations

For example:

✓ Linkage between GRI and ESRS

✓ Linkage between DGNB System 

and EU taxonomy requirements





Level(s): EU framework for 

buildings
© EU 

Kommission

Grafikquelle: © EU Kommission

A standardised European language & 

methodology for reporting on 

sustainability in the building sector 

along the life cycle

13 | © DGNB

Standardised benchmarks along the life cycle

Sustainability indicators

Standardised, voluntary reporting

Level 1

Within the EU-Taxonomy regulation, 

Level(s) is the referenced methodology



Development of level(s) and supporting EU initiatives
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2014 

First initiative of 

the European 

Commission*

Circular 

Economy Action 

Plan

2015

2017 

Publication of the beta 

version of the Level(s) 

framework, test phase

2018 

Circular Economy

Package

2022 

Publication of the Level(s) 

framework

Update - Circular Economy Action Plan**

Renovation Wave - Publication of strategy paper

*European Commission (2014): Resource efficiency opportunities in the building sector

** European Commission (2020): Circular Economy Action Plan

*** European Commission (2021): Delegierter Rechtsakt

2020 

Publication of EU Support 

Tools

2020 

Anchoring in EU Taxonomy***

Anchoring in EU GPP criteria

Anchoring of Level(s) in building practice and guidelines

2021 

DGNB Version 2018

DGNB Version 2023

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/SustainableBuildingsCommunication.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/pdf/circular-economy/new_circular_economy_action_plan.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=PI_COM:C(2021)2800


Role of DGNB (GBCs) in relation to 

EU and globally
▪ Actual Data and knowlegdge

▪ 3rd-party verification

▪ Proximity to the real economy: market support in 

implementing regulation and feedback to regulators 

of difficulties in implementation

▪ Experience in certification: 

Methodologies used within certification are being 

tested

▪ Guidance to the market on what comes next or 

cannot be left out

▪ Capacity building

▪ Established processes for assessing projects
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The Truth about the Costs

There is no relation between 

sustainability and 

construction costs! 

Evaluation of certified office buildings 2018 (internal study), DGNB e.V.,July 2018



1%  
of total costs

1.7%
of total costs

South Africa
International Housing 
Solutions
$270 per unit

Annual utility savings 
equal one month’s rent

Mexico
Vinte's Real Granada
$330 per unit

57% Energy Savings
37% Water Savings
63% Less Embodied 

Energy in Material

1%  
of total costs

Vietnam
Capital House

25% Energy Savings
36% Water Savings
32% Less Embodied 

Energy in Materials

4.7%  
of total costs

Indonesia
Ciputra

30% Energy Savings
26% Water Savings
60% Less Embodied 

Energy in Materials

Source: IFC Green Buildings Report

Green, affordable housing solutions are available across developing and industrialized countries. 

The Truth of the Costs

The Incremental Cost of Green is Minimal



Goals for the DGNB

• DGNB as a european team player

• DGNB Certifications and Taxonomy Verifications as the guidance 

instrument that provides credibility, future proofness and supports risk 

management
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Built environment that is divers, safe, 

healthy and CO2 cautious!

Cultural and climate sensitive Buildings 

and Architecture



EU as a Pacemaker and the global context…
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Renovation Wave

Berichtsrahmen Level(s), 

Förderprogramme und 

Green Public 

ProcurementCE Action Plan

EU Green Deal

Sustainable Finance 

/ Taxonomie
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IEA. (2018). The Future of Cooling, S. 61 
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#buildingsensenow







Measuring and Monitoring is key to true Sustainability!
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Sufficiency as a Key Strategy 

for Sustainable Buildings 

and Districts
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We can build the future today!
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